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Furman campaign
Dedication held for Bryan Center
f

urman 's Army ROTC and mil itary science program, which for
more than 30 years was housed in the basement of the James
B . Duke Library, proudly unveiled its new home September 1 8
when the university held dedication ceremonies for the $ 1 million
Bryan Center for Military Studies.
Located beside the Herman W. Lay Physical Activities Center,
the new facility is named in honor of W.K. and Frances Bryan of
Greenville, who made a $450,000 gift toward its construction. The
Bryan Center features classrooms for military science, offices for
the ROTC cadre and cadets, supply and storage facilities, a
conference room and a military history library. It also contains a
well ness facility for Furman's Department of Health and Exercise
Science.
The Bryan Center opens at a time when Furman's ROTC
program has never been stronger. Last year, the program was
ranked 1 2th in the country by the U.S. Army Cadet Command, and
more recently the cadets and cadre of the Paladin Battalion were
recognized by Cadet Command and the MacArthur Foundation
with the Douglas MacArthur Award for Leadership Excellence.
W.K. and Frances Bryan, natives of New Bern, N.C., moved
to Greenville in 1 946. He is the former owner of General

W.K. Bryan inspects the troops at the dedication.

Wholesalers Distributors and is currently head of WKB Enterprises,
a collection of bank and real estate investments. A member of
Furman's Advisory Council and of the executive committee of the
Richard Furman Society, he chairs the Greenville Hospital
Foundation board and has been inducted into the Greenville Tech
Foundation Entrepreneurs Forum.
Other naming gifts for areas within the Bryan Center were
made by Maj. Gen. William A. Gantt, Jr. '59; George Martin in
memory of his wife, Lt. Cmdr. Jane Boyd Roper Martin '40; and
L. John Burrell, Jr. '66 in honor of his father, Leo '37.
Additional naming opportunities remain. One is Colonels
Row, which will recognize individuals who make $ 1 0,000 donations
to the Bryan Center. More information about Colonels Row is
available from Craig Waldon '7 1 , assistant to the president, at
(864) 294-2 1 57.

Walkway dedicated
in alumna's memory
Betsy Dew Ashley '63 was a student leader
at Furman, where she majored in English,
performed with the Furman Singers, was
a member of student government and was
on the dean's list. After graduation she
made her mark in the community i n many
ways, including as a teacher at Wade
Hampton High School, as public relations
d i rector for the Greenville County Museum
of Art and as an organizer of the Greenville
Arts Festival.
Following her untimely death i n 1 978,

The Greenville News described her as "a

S

ince its dedication on November 4, 1 960,
McAlister Auditorium has been a major
Furman landmark.
With its size and proximity to the front
gate, it serves as a focal point from which
visitors can be directed throughout the
campus. More significantly, Furman alumni
frequently report that the programs they
attended (or performed in) in McAlister were
among the high points of their college years.
And when you examine the roster of
individuals or groups that have visited the
auditorium, you can't help but be impressed.
Indeed, just a quick glimpse at the guest list

40 years reveals an

rare individual who contributed much to

for the last

the community through her own zest for

of names that includes:
• Politicians (and their spouses) with
varying ideologies and agendas, such as
George Bush, Jimmy Carter, Tipper Gore,

life."
As one of eight people i n her imme
diate and extended family to attend Furman,

all-star set

un iversity. Her father, Josiah Dew '29,

Hubert Humphrey, Jesse Jackson;
• Musicians and performers from across

served on the board of trustees, as did two

the spectrum - Actors from the London

she had a lifelong connection to the

of her uncles, Duncan M. Dew, Jr. '27 and
James C. Dew '32. Her sister, Nancy Dew
Taylor '61, served on the Advisory Council.
Now, Betsy Dew Ashley's name will
have a permanent place on the Furman
campus. Thanks to a g ift from her parents,
Josiah and Marian, the walkway linking the
Alester G. Furman Administration Building
and Earle Infirmary has been named the
Betsy Dew Ashley Wal kway. Friends and
family gathered on campus September 1
to commemorate the occasion.

Stage, the Allman Brothers, Amy Grant, Keith
Lockhart, Marcel Marceau, the Nitty Gritty
Dirt Band, Roberta Peters, Stevie Wonder;

• Authors, religious leaders and other
famous people: F. Lee Bailey, William

community resource, hosting such local
groups as the Greenville Symphony and
Chorale and the Carolina Youth Symphony,
as well as many national acts through the
Furman-Greenville Fine Arts Series.
But while most of the building has stood
the test of time, one area has not: the seats.
After 40 years with the original upholstery,
the seats in McAlister are in critical need of
restoration and refurbishing.
To address this issue, the university is
conducting a drive to renovate the audi

torium's 2,000 seats, which may be refur
bished for a gift of $250 each. Donors' names,

F. Buckley, Pat Conroy, Billy Graham, Bill
Russell, Kurt Vonnegut.

or the names of individuals they wish to honor,

In addition to the occasional big name,
the auditorium has been the site of hundreds

will be placed on the back of the seats in
recognition of their contributions.

of concerts by Furman music ensembles,
plus university theatre productions,
convocations, commencements and cultural

To learn more about the refurbishing of
McAlister Auditorium, contact the Develop
ment Office at (864) 294-371 5 or e-mail

life programs. It has also been a vital

tim.winkler@furman.edu.

